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Art Unit: 3632 

This is the fifth office action for application number 10/650,092, Mount for an 
Input Device, filed on August 28, 2003. 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 9 and 10 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on July 2, 2004. 

Cancellation of Claims 

Claims 2-4, 7, 17, 22, 24-26, 29, 30, 32, 37, 40, 42, and 43 have been canceled 
per applicant's request. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 16, 18, 19, 21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 5,918,841 to Sweere et al., hereinafter Sweere. Sweere 
discloses an apparatus comprising: a support member (1214, see Fig. 29); a first 
mount (1010) pivotally coupled to the support member and configured to retain an input 
device such that the input device has a range of motion including a first position and a 
second position, at least one of the first position and the second position being 
substantially vertical; a second mount (222) coupled to the support member and 
configured to couple to an output device; wherein the first mount has a first retention 
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member (1018) and a second retention member (1038), the first retention member and 
the second retention member are configured to retain the input device on the first mount 
without modification to the input device; wherein the first retention member is fixedly 
coupled to the first mount, and a distance between the first retention member and the 
second retention member when the second retention member is in its first position is 
greater than a distance between the first retention member and the second retention 
member when the second retention member is in its second position; wherein the first 
mount has a first elongate member (1016) and a second elongate member (1018), the 
first elongate member is slidably coupled to the first elongate member, at least one of 
the first elongate member and the second elongate member configured to retain the 
input device; and wherein the first mount is configured to contact a first side of the input 
device and a second side of the input device, the second side of the input device is 
parallel to the first side of the input device. 

Sweere further discloses a mounting bracket (1216) coupling the first mount 
(1010) to the support member (1214), wherein the first mount is slidably coupled to the 
support member in a first direction and a second direction opposite from the first 
direction, and wherein the first mount is pivotal attached to the mounting bracket via a 
support arm (1014) and wherein the openings in the support arm and the mounting 
bracket (1216) slide around the pin disposed in the openings in a third direction different 
than the first direction and the second direction. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1, 5, 8, 11-15, 27, 28, 31, 33-36, 38, 39, 41, and 44-51 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sweere in view of U.S. Patent 6,179,261 
to Lin. Sweere discloses an apparatus (1200) comprising: a support member (1214); a 
first mount/clamp (1010) coupled to the support member and configured to removably 
retain an input device without modification to the input device, the first mount having a 
first retention member (1018) and a second retention member (1038), the second 
retention member being movably with respect to the first retention member between a 
first position and a second position, a distance between the first retention member and 
the second retention member when the second retention member is in its first position 
being greater than a distance between the first retention member and the second 
retention member when the second retention member is in its second position; a second 
mount (222) coupled to the support member and configured to couple to an output 
device; wherein the first retention member is fixedly coupled to the first mount; wherein 
the first mount is pivotally coupled to the support member and is configured to pivot 
from a first position to a second position substantially perpendicular to the first position; 
wherein the first mount is configured to removably retain an input device; wherein the 
first device is configured to contact a first side of the input device and a second side of 
the input device, the second side of the input device is parallel to the first side of the 
input device; and wherein the first mount has a first elongate member (1016) and a 
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second elongate member (1018), the first elongate member is slidably coupled to the 
first elongate member, at least one of the first elongate member and the second 
elongate member configured to retain the input device. 

Sweere further discloses a mounting bracket (1216) coupling the first mount 
(1010) to the support member (1214), wherein the first mount is slidably coupled to the 
support member in a first direction and a second direction opposite from the first 
direction, and wherein the first mount is pivotal attached to the mounting bracket via a 
support arm (1014) and wherein the openings in the support arm and the mounting 
bracket (1216) slide around the pin disposed in the openings in a third direction different 
than the first direction and the second direction. 

Sweere discloses the claimed invention except for the limitation of the second 
retention member being biased to its second position. Lin teaches that it is known to 
have an apparatus comprising a first mount (1) attachable to a support member, 
wherein the mount includes a first retention member (12), a second retention member 
(11) being movable with respect to the first retention member between a first position 
and a second position, a distance between the first retention member and the second 
retention member when the second retention member is in its first position being greater 
that a distance between the first retention member and the second retention member 
when the second retention member is in its second position, and the second retention 
member being biased to its second position. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
apparatus in Sweere to have included the mount as taught by Lin for the purpose of 
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providing a more secured means for elastically retaining an input device on the first 
mount. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sweere 
in further view of Lin. Sweere discloses the claimed invention except for the limitation of 
the second retention member being biased to its second position. Lin teaches that it is 
known to have an apparatus comprising a first mount (1 ) attachable to a support 
member, wherein the mount includes a first retention member (12), a second retention 
member (1 1 ) being movable with respect to the first retention member between a first 
position and a second position, a distance between the first retention member and the 
second retention member when the second retention member is in its first position being 
greater that a distance between the first retention member and the second retention 
member when the second retention member is in its second position, and the second 
retention member being biased to its second position. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified 
the apparatus in Sweere to have included the mount as taught by Lin for the purpose of 
providing a more secured means for elastically retaining an input device on the first 
mount. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 52-56 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anita M. King whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6817. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 
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